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“Traces of Modernism” – International cultural and discovery route 
PROJECT ORGANISERS 
Moravian Gallery in  Brno, Austrian Museum of Applied Arts / Contemporary Art (MAK Wien), South Moravia Tourism Centre, Europaforum Wien
www.moravska-galerie.cz, www.ccrjm.cz, www.europaforum.or.at, www.mak.at
Press release of 17. 12. 2013

Visits to buildings associated with protagonists of cultural life who worked and lived in them have become a new tourist phenomenon. These place are popular thanks to their genius loci, character and authenticity relished by visitors. 
   The “Traces of Modernism - International cultural and discovery route in the tracks of museum and cultural heritage of southern Moravia and north-eastern Austria of the first half of the 20th century” project sets out to connect architectural heritage of southern Moravia and north-eastern Austria of the first half of the 20th century creating a new cultural route between Brno and Vienna and their buildings, to spread awareness of cultural identity of Central Europe, and promote meetings among the region’s inhabitants as well as mutual understanding. The project brings new information and experiences in the form of educational and cultural events, exhibitions, new promotion materials and mobile phone applications with information about the individual buildings. 

The cultural route will take tourists to places connected with lives of the leading figures of European culture in the first half of the 20th century who set trends for the development of modernism. The individual stops introduce the artists’ work; at the same time, they provide an insight into their private lives and enable visitors to get acquainted with places where these famous people lived and worked. 


Seven buildings on the Czech side of the cultural route took part in the pilot phase of the project. There are four stops in the city of Brno: Dušan Jurkovič House, Leoš Janáček Memorial, Tugendhat House and the Josef Hoffmann Room in the Museum of Applied Arts of the Moravian Gallery in Brno, with a display of work by this renowned designer and a collection of products by the Wiener Werkstätte. Hoffmann will also take visitors to Brtnice, near Jihlava where his birthplace houses a permanent exhibition of the architect’s oeuvre. In Jihlava there is the Gustav Mahler House, while in Ivančice u Brna visitors can view an exhibition of Alfons Mucha. The linking element of the route is the MAK Wien Austrian Museum of Applied Arts/Contemporary Art and its exhibition “Wien 1900”, a synthesizing account of the revolutionary development of central European culture in the early 20th century. 

    At the end of 2014 the promotion of the cultural route will be expanded by a brochure introducing the project and the institutions involved in it. The project website, www.postopachmoderny.cz (www.spuren.cz), has been launched, bringing information about the buildings and upcoming events, and visitors will thus be able to better plan their trips in the tracks of modernism. Applications for smart phones and tablets are available as well. 
   One of the project’s participants is the South Moravia Tourism Centre; it has carried out a market survey of the project on the Czech side, set profiles of target groups of visitors and was responsible for the cultural route media campaign promoting tourism. 
PROJECT PARTNERS 
The “Traces of Modernism - International cultural and discovery route in the tracks of architectural heritage of southern Moravia and north-eastern Austria of the first half of the 20th century” project is financed from the “European Regional Collaboration Austria – Czech Republic 2007–2013” EU programme. 
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